


Annual General
Meeting (14th October 2004)

Our 198th Annual General
Meeting was held in Surrey
Chapel, Norwich on
Thursday 14th October
with Mr Nick Astbury,
a Senior Consultant
Ophthalmologist from
the Norfolk and Norwich
University Hospital, talking
on future developments in ophthalmology. Over 90
people attended and were amazed at the changes
that have taken place in recent years and the possible
advances that could take place in the future, it was
very encouraging.

Long Service, NVQ and Fundraising Certificates were
presented by the High Sheriff of Norfolk, Mr John Alston.

Ed Foss Ð well done!
Ed Foss successfully
completed his epic walk
from LandÕs End to John
OÕGroats in eight weeks,
raising some £5,400 to be
divided equally between
the EDP Breast Cancer
Appeal and the Association.
It is hoped that Archant will
match some of this total.

Such is the success of our
tandem cycling activities
in Norfolk that we have
decided to purchase one
new tandem with some of
the money Ed has raised. 

Our contribution to the community 1995-2004

Cost of Community Activities for the year ended 31 March 2004

Community Services,
Eye Clinics and Volunteers 236,854

RNIB Talking Books Subscriptions 6,676

Norwich Equipment
& Information Centre 30,765

West Norfolk Equipment
& Information Centre 18,176

Great Yarmouth Equipment
& Information Centre 3,443

North Norfolk Equipment
& Information Centre in Cromer 336

South Norfolk Equipment
& Information Centre in Diss 1,139

Mobile Equipment Centre 20,821

Other Costs (including grants) 28,281

Total 346,491

Thanks to...
¥ Progressive Jewish Community of East Anglia

Ð 2003 Kol Nidre Appeal: £242.50

¥ Mr B Arthur for a kind donation of £50 in lieu of wedding
anniversary gifts

¥ Mrs G Durrant and Mr J Durrant for a kind donation of £100
in lieu of 90th birthday presents

¥ Mr C Johnson and fellow members of Great Yarmouth
Computer Group who have so far raised £230.99

¥ May Gurney Social Club for £235 raised in a raffle

¥ Great Yarmouth Rotary Spring Walk at Somerleyton: £139.10

¥ Rotary Club of Norwich St Edmund for £500 raised at a
Garden Party in the BishopÕs Garden (above)

¥ Harvest Festival produce from St AndrewÕs Church, Wood
Dalling, St MatthewÕs Church, Thorpe St Andrew and Easton
Good Companions

¥ Norwich Trefoil Guild: £25

¥ Norwich Woodcraft Pioneer Group: £27

¥ Rackheath Bowls Club: £250

¥ United Reformed Church, Jessop Road, Norwich: £15

¥ WRVS Family Service: £294 for two wheelchairs

¥ The Avenues Mixed Bowls Club, Norwich: £17

¥ Yo Peto-Shepherd Horse Riding event: £900

¥ College of West Anglia: £150 (below)

¥ Mr Wade and Mr Purdy Ð joint Retirement Party: £91.20

¥ Oculus Contact Lens Centre Ð proceeds of raffle: £50

¥ Diss Methodist Wednesday Club: £90.80

¥ Norwich Union Community Sponsorship: £300

¥ Drayton Methodist WomenÕs Fellowship: £250

¥ Tollit & Harvey, KingÕs Lynn: £50

¥ St Giles Lodge of Instruction, Norwich: £50

¥ 6 Squadron, RAF Coltishall: £1,000

¥ Ipswich and Norwich Co-Op Share Ô660Õ Fund: £120

Finance
Where does our money go? In spite of a poor year
financially (we made a deficit of nearly £200,000)
the Association has still managed to put some
£346,000 of its own money into the community
making a total of £3.43m over the last ten years.
The Trustees feel that this aspect of our work is most
important and should be continued, if not increased
in the future.

Last yearÕs deficit emphasises how much the
Association is dependent on legacies and donations
and we are very grateful for all the help we have
received. Fortunately, in this financial year the
situation looks much better.

Looking to the Future

2005 Bicentenary Celebrations
The Association is the fifth oldest blind charity in the
country, opening its doors on the 14th October 1805,
one week before Lord Nelson was killed at Trafalgar.

As well as writing a history of the Association, we are
planning a full range of celebratory and fundraising events
including a Service of Thanksgiving and Celebration in
Norwich Cathedral on the 13th October. Details are on
the enclosed flyer.

Activity Centre
We have raised, or have been promised, £420,000 towards
the £1.2m required. Although slightly disappointed at the
progress so far, we have a large number of applications
outstanding with national grant giving Trusts and are
confident that we will raise the money in time to begin
work in 2005. Our present craft, computer and Braille classes
are already bursting at the seams such is their popularity.

The site is now clear, courtesy of a development on
adjoining land, all we need is the money.

Yarmouth Newsagents
Help Association
Members of the Lowestoft and Yarmouth Branch of the
Norfolk Federation of Retail Newsagents have kindly agreed
to accept the AssociationÕs collecting boxes in their shops for
the next year. Thank you. 


